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Introduction

Afrobarometer's survey of more than 50,000 people in 34
support for women's equality among both men and wo
FOOSLIiFyOS 2F ¢2YSyQa fSIFRS
and support for women as leaders is much weaker in North

The survey also revesathat women remain at a marked disadvantage compare
men in their daily lives. The education gap remains wide, and people also report that
women face discrimination in the work place, in the courts, and among traditional
leaders in their communities.ePhaps more telling, women exercise their political
rights - participating in campaigns, talking to political leaders and even vetiegs
frequently than do men.

But there are signs of progress as well. Majorities in most countries say their
governmerii & | NB KIyRfAYy3 g2YSyUua SYLRGSN¥YSyild o
equality has increased in the past decad@®erall, the findings suggest that while
adzLILI2 NI F2NJ 62YSyQa Slidzrt AGé@ A& GARSALINBI F
still characterized by dislvantage and discrimination. While governments get good

marks for their performance in empowering women, the battle for equal rights and
opportunities for women is far from wof.
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1 Afrobarometer surveys are based on nationally representative samples. TheseuBty results

therefore represent the views of approximately thefedz NIl SNBE o617 ci20 2F (GKS O2yGAy
Countries included in Round 5 are: Algeria, Benin, BotswBunkjna Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape

+SNRS> /20S RQL@G2ANB>E 938LJiz DKFIYylXZ DdZAySIFI YSyel
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa,

Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzaniapg®, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Results from a

35"country, Ethiopia, will be available shortly. The total number of respondents in the 34 countries

was 51,605. Interviews are conducted faoef I OS Ay GKS 1 y3adzZ3S 2F GKS N
Previous rounds of the Afrobarometer were conducted in 1:28®1 (Round 1, 12 countries), 2002

2003 (Round 2, 16 countries), 202606 (Round 3, 18 countries), and 268@9 (Round 4, 20

countries). For further information visitww.afrobarometer.org

2 Cover photo creditverdade Newspaper, Mozambique, Flickr page



http://www.afrobarometer.org/

Key Findings

Ve

A Nearly threequarters (72%) ofvomen in 34 countries
have the same rights as men rather than being subj
15 countrie$ where Afrobarometer has asked about e
support for equality has increased, from 68% in 2002 t

Ve

A Similarly, 68% believe women are as capable as men of being political
leaders, including fully 74% of East Africans, but just 50% of North Africans.

Ve

A Yet, across 34 countries, 26% of women reported never having any formal
education, compared with 19%mong men. Sixteen percent of men have
post-secondary schooling, compared with just 11% of women.

v

A Women are also less likely to exercise their political rights than nibay
are less likely to be registered to vote (8% unregistered for womedugor
men) and less likely to say thesote (68% vs. 73%). Women are also
significantly less likely to contact leaders or to engage in other forms of
political participation.

Vé

A Women also face widespread discrimination as they go about their daily lives.
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by employers. A similar number (41%) say traditional leaders hand down
unfair treatment, and one in three (33%) say the police and courts do not
treat women equally.

Vd

A While large numbrs report gender inequalities, most people (59%) say their
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majorities in 27 of 34 countries. Notable exceptions include Nigeria and

Egypt, where 65% say their governments arg/ddi WF I ANI € Q 2 NJ WQOS NE

Vd

A Women fare markedly worse in North Africa (Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Sudan
and Tunisia). These countries collectively report the lowest levels of support

F2N) 62YSyQa fSIRSNAKALE |yR (GF&e KAIKSAID

are also wide gaps between men and women on many issues, including the
ability of women to serve as president or prime minister of a Muslim country
(55% support among women, 36% among men) and support for equal rights
for women in initiating a divoe (56% support among women, 39% among
men).

3Botswana, Cape Verde, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria,
Senegal, South Aéa, Tanzania, Uganda addmbia



Womends Unequal Wo r |

Across the globe, women and girls lack access to the level
power and political leadership enjoyed by men. Women acc
million illiterate adultsin the world* Among employed women,
to 90% those of meAand women are less likely to be
position$. Globally, and in Africa, just 21% of parliamentary

Women have made remarkable progressame individual countries in Africa. Most
notably, four African countries Rwanda, South Africa, Seychelles and Seneget
among the ten with the highest percentage of female parliamentarians in the world,
and two moreg¢ Mozambique and Angolaare anmong the top twenty.

In addition, a number of treaties and conventions have been put in place devoted to

I RO YyOAY3I 62YSyQa NARIKGAD LYGSNYyFraGA2ylffex
Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Agaomen(1981)

and The Beijing Declaration and Platform of Acti(@®95) have provided the

necessary impetus and frameworks for African governments to address the rights

and empowerment of women and girls and promote gender equality within all

spheres ofsociety. Regionally¢ KS ! FNAOIY / KI NGSNJ 2y | dzYl y
(1986) and¢ KS ! FNRAOIY !'yAz2yQa {2tSYy 5SOfF NI GA:
(2004) have similarly sought to provide African governments a contisetific

legal platform upon whicko promote gender equality more broadly.

Yet women remain seriously disadvantaged. Women's literacy rates remain 24
percentage points lower than those of men in Africa, compared with a global

difference of just 10 poinfs Women make up less than 5% all agricultural

landholders in North Africa and an average of 15% inSataran Afric4. And while

ASOSNIt ! FTNAOLY O2dzyGNASa INBE 3It20ltf tSIFRS
others ¢ including Swaziland (6.2% women parliamentarians), Nigeri&d6and

Benin (8.4%)j are among the worst performers globalyMuch work remains to be

done to achieve greater equality, of both opportunities and outcomes, for women in

Africa.

4UNESCO Institute for Statistics, Literacy Data (http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/data
releasemap-2013.aspx)

5 United Nations Women (2012). (http://www.unwomen.org/en/whate-do/economic
empowerment/factsand-figures#notes)

6 United Natios, "World's Women 2010".
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/Worldswomen/WW _full%20report_color.pdf)
7 Inter-Parliamentary Union: Women in National Parliamethitsg(//www.ipu.org/wmn-

e/classif.htm) and United Nations Women (http://www.unwomen.org/en/whate-do/leadership
and-politicakparticipation/factsandfigures#notes).

81bid

9 UNESCO Institute for Statistics (http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/tableView.aspx)
0 United Natons Women (2012) (http:///www.unwomen.org/howe-work/csw/csw56/facts-and-
figures/2012).

I International Parliamentary Union, http://www.ipu.org/wme/classif.htm.
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Africans of both sexes endorse women's equality, in principl
(72%) of respondents say women should have equal rights
of men and 76% of women. Just 26% say women should
law. Nearly as many (68%) say women should have the sam
to political office as men, although nearly one in three (29%
be elected as political leaders. Two thirds (67%) also say t
were limited, a family should send the child with the greates
than always choosing to send a boy (15%) (Figure 1).

Figurel: At t i tudes toward womends equality and I
34 countries | 2011 -2013
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For each of the following pairs of statements, participants were asked: "Which of the following

statementsis closestto your view? (% 6dagreed or O6strongly agreebd
Statement 1: "In our country, women should have equal rights and receive the same treatment

as men do." Statement 2: "Women have always been subject to traditional laws and customs,

and should remain so."

Statement 1: "Men make better political leaders than women, and should be elected rather
than women."

Statement 2: "Women should have the same chance of being elected to political office as
men."

Statement 1: "If funds for schooling are  limited, a boy should always receive an education in
school before a girl."

Statement 2: "If funds for schooling are limited, a family should send the child with the greatest
ability to learn."
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There are wide differences across the continent in attité
political leadershipNearly three out of four agree that men an
equal opportunities in East (74%) and Southern (73%) Afric
O2YLI} NBR gA
rejected by majorities in Sudan (53%) and Egypt (50%) (
countries, majorities of both men (63%) and women (73%) a
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Figure 2: Support for women as leaders, by region

34 countries | 2011 -2013
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Figure 3: Rejection of women as leaders, highest
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From 2005 to 2012, support for women as political leaders h
to 72% across the 18 countries track&édThe greatest declas w
(20 percentage points), Mozambique (16 points) and Ugand
increases were recorded in Lesotho (fi8rcentage points) and
(Figure 4).

Figure4: Changes in support for wo
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While on average just one in four (26%) says women should be subjected to
traditional laws rather than enjoying equal rights, this is the view of majorities in
Mali (60%) and Nigep(c:’2 0 0 CA 3 dzNB p O @ lff NBIAZ2YyaA
equality, although East Africa leads the way at 82% (Figure 6).
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2Benin, Botswana, Cape Verde, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique,
Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe
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Figure 5: Rejection of equal rights in favour of  traditional law
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Figure 6: Support for equal rights for women by region
i |34 countries | 2011 -2013
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Data from 15 countrid§g K SNB & dzLJLJ2 NIi T 2
since 2002 shows modest improvement, with support climbi
73% in 2012. Support for gender equality decreased in fou
Namibia (by 10 percentage points) andugoAfrica (by 9 perce
7). In contrast, large increases in support were record
percentage points), Mozambique (up 15 points), and Keny
several others (Figure 8).
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B Botswana Cape Verde, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria,
Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.
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