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At a glance

• Country’s economic conditions: A majority of Mozambicans say 

that the country is going in the right direction. Close to half 

describe the country’s economic condition as fairly good/very 

good. 

• Attitudes toward democracy and freedom: A slim majority of 

Mozambicans say that people are “somewhat free” or 

“completely free” to say what they think.

• Corruption: More than half of Mozambicans say they fear 

retaliation or other negative consequences if they report incidents 

of corruption.



What is Afrobarometer?

• A pan-African, non-partisan survey research project that measures 

citizen attitudes on democracy and governance, the economy, 

civil society, and other topics.

• Started in 12 African countries in 1999, expanded to 36 countries in 

Round 6 (2014/2015). Round 7 surveys were conducted in 2017/18.

• Goal: To give the public a voice in policymaking by providing high-

quality public opinion data to policymakers, policy advocates, civil 

society organizations, academics, news media, donors and 

investors, and ordinary Africans.

• A national partner in each country conducts the survey. In 

Mozambique, the Afrobarometer Round 7 survey was conducted 

by Ipsos.



Where Afrobarometer works



Methodology

• Nationally representative sample of adult citizens

❑ All respondents are randomly selected.

❑ Sample is distributed across regions/states/provinces and urban/rural 

areas in proportion to their share in the national population.

❑ Every adult citizen has an equal chance of being selected.

• Face-to-face interviews in language of the respondent’s choice.

• Standard questionnaire allows comparisons across countries and 

over time.

• Sample size in Mozambique of 2,400 adult citizens yields a margin 

of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 95% confidence level.

• Fieldwork for Round 7 in Mozambique was conducted 3 June -26 

August 2018.



Survey demographics

Gender %

Men 50

Women 50

Residence

Urban 38

Rural 62

Education

No formal education 16

Primary 37

Secondary 37

Post-secondary 8

Religion

Christian 64

Muslim 21

Other 14

6



Findings



Perceptions of the economy



Key findings

■ A majority (58%) of Mozambicans think the country is moving “in 

the right direction,” an 8-percentage-point decline compared to 

2015.

■ A plurality (47%) of Mozambicans consider the current economic 

condition of the country “fairly good” or very good,” although the 

proportion who describe it as “fairly bad” or “very bad” has 

increased by 6 percentage points since 2015.

■ The proportion of citizens who say their personal living conditions 

are “fairly good” or “very good” has increased since 2015, to 36%, 

but so has the share who say they are fairly/very bad.

■ Two-thirds (66%) of Mozambicans expect the country’s economic 
situation to be “better” or “much better” in 12 months’ time. 



Country direction| Mozambique | 2015-2018

Respondents were asked: Would you say that the country is going in the wrong direction or going in 
the right direction?
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Country’s economic condition | Mozambique 

| 2015-2018

Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe the present economic condition 
of this country? 
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Personal living conditions| Mozambique                 

| 2015-2018

Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe your own present living conditions?
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Personal living conditions in relation to other 
Mozambicans | Mozambique | 2012-2018

Respondents were asked: In general, how do you consider your living conditions in relation to 
that of other Mozambicans?
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Expectation regarding economic conditions in 
the next year | Mozambique  | 2018

Respondents were asked: Looking ahead, do you expect economic conditions in this country 
to be better or worse in 12 months’ time?
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Attitudes toward democracy



Key findings

■ A  majority (57%) of Mozambicans say democracy is preferable to 
any other form of government, an increase from 45% in 2015 

though still well below the 34-country average of 68%.

■ Nearly six in 10 citizens (57%) consider their country a “full 

democracy” or  a “democracy with minor problems.”

■ Close to half (46%) of survey respondents say they are “not very 

satisfied” or “not at all satisfied” with the way democracy works in 

Mozambique. 



Support for democracy| Mozambique | 2015-2018

Respondents were asked: Which of these three statements is closest to your own opinion?

Statement 1: Democracy is preferable to any other kind of government.

Statement 2: In some circumstances, a non-democratic government can be preferable.

Statement 3: For someone like me, it doesn’t matter what kind of government we have.
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Extent of democracy | Mozambique | 2018 

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, how much of a democracy is Mozambique today? 
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Satisfaction with democracy | Mozambique| 2018

Respondents were asked: Overall, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in 
Mozambique?
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Perceptions of freedoms



Key findings

■ A slim majority (53%) of Mozambicans say they feel “somewhat 

free” or “completely free” to say what they think.

■ Citizens are divided as to whether their freedom of speech has 

increased (37%) or decreased (33%) over the past few years; 

about two in 10 (22%) say it has not changed.

■ A plurality (37%) of Mozambicans say the media now has 

“somewhat more” or “much more” freedom than “a few years 

ago” to investigate and criticize the government. But almost as 

many (29%) say the opposite.  

■ Mozambicans are equally divided as to whether the media should 

be free of government control (45%) or the government should 

have the right to prevent publications it considers harmful to 

society (44%).

■ Four in 10 respondents (41%) say they feel “somewhat more” or 

“much more” free to join any political organization they want 

than they did a few years ago. 



Free to say what you think | Mozambique | 2018

Respondents were asked: In this country, how free are you to say what you think?
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More or less: Freedom to say what you think 
| Mozambique | 2018 

Respondents were asked: Please tell me if there is more or less freedom now for each of the 

following things compared to a few years ago, or are things about the same: Your own 
freedom to say what you think about politics?
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Support for media freedom | Mozambique | 2018 

Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

Statement 1: The media should have the right to publish any views and ideas without 
government control.

Statement 2: The government should have the right to prevent the media from publishing 
things that it considers harmful to society

(% who “agree” or “agree very strongly” with each statement).
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More or less: Media freedom | Mozambique 

| 2018 

Respondents were asked: Please tell me if there is more or less freedom now for each of the 
following things compared to a few years ago, or are things about the same: The media’s 
freedom to investigate and report on government mistakes or to criticize government actions 
or performance?
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Freedom to join political organizations | Mozambique 

| 2018

Respondents were asked: Please tell me if there is more or less freedom now for each of the 
following things compared to a few years ago, or are things about the same: Your own 
freedom to join any political organization you want?
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Corruption



Key findings

■ Half (49%) of Mozambicans say corruption levels in the country 

increased “somewhat” or “a lot” during the past year, compared 

to just 19% who say they decreased. 

■ The police are seen as the most corrupt public institution: 46% of 

citizens say “most” or “all” police officials are corrupt, about twice 

the proportion who see most/all members of Parliament and 

Presidency officials as corrupt. 

■ More than half (54%) of Mozambicans believe that ordinary 

people can fight corruption. However, about the same majority 

(55%) say they risk retaliation or other negative consequences if 

they report incidents of corruption.



Levels of corruption | Mozambique | 2018 

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, over the past year, has the level of corruption in this 
country increased, decreased, or stayed the same? 
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Perceived official corruption | Mozambique 

| 2018 

Respondents were asked: How many of the following people do you think are involved in 
corruption, or haven’t you heard enough about them to say (% who say “most of them” or “all 
of them”)
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Ordinary people can fight corruption | Mozambique 

| 2018 

Respondents were asked: Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following 
statement: Ordinary people can make a difference in the fight against corruption?
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Reporting corruption | Mozambique | 2018 

Respondents were asked: In this country, can ordinary people report incidents of corruption 
without fear, or do they risk retaliation or other negative consequences if they speak out?
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Conclusion



▪ Mozambicans want a better-functioning democracy.

▪ Many citizens are optimistic about the country’s general direction 

and economic situation.

▪ Mozambicans are divided in their perceptions of their freedoms.

▪ Mozambicans think they can help fight corruption but fear 

retaliation.
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