
AB update 

May 2019 highlights 

Stepping boldly into its third decade, AB: 

✓ Approved a new structure designed to strengthen governance, management oversight, 

strategic adaptability, resource mobilization, and African capacity-building programs, driven 

by the vision, “African societies thrive when African voices count in public policy and 

development.” 

✓ Registered as a non-profit limited company headquartered 

in Accra, Ghana. 

✓ Formalized updated policies covering ethics, conflicts of 

interest, whistle-blower protection, and more. 

✓ Signed MOUs and conducted technical meetings with 36 

national partners, 

including new 

partners in eight 

countries, who will 

carry out Round 8 

surveys in at least 34 

countries beginning in 

mid-2019. 

✓ Launched its first performance awards for national partners, led by 

Star of the Round winner Mass Public Opinion Institute (Zimbabwe). 

✓ Celebrated the network’s achievements in its first two decades of 

giving voice to African citizens. 

In other news 

✓ AB released its sixth Pan-Africa Profile, 

on media freedom, in partnership with 

CIMA ahead of World Press Freedom 

Day events in Addis Ababa. 

✓ AB in the media: 214 media hits were 

recorded in May across various local and 

international outlets, including the East African, DW, 

GhanaWeb, Los Angeles Times, Public Radio 

International, Spiegel Online, Christian Science Monitor, Economist,      

World Economic Forum, New Times (Rwanda), Daily Nation (Kenya), LUSA 

(Portugal). …  

 

http://afrobarometer.org/publications/pp56-how-free-too-free-across-africa-media-freedom-defensive
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/oped/editorial/The-new-normal-flog-the-media--kill-democracy/434752-5100364-h8wsfez/index.html
https://www.dw.com/en/is-africas-thumbs-down-to-media-freedom-a-case-of-follow-the-leader/a-48562989
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/57-of-Ghanaians-support-gov-t-interference-in-media-Report-743345
https://www.latimes.com/world/africa/la-fg-south-africa-makhanda-elections-20190430-story.html
https://www.pri.org/stories/2019-05-07/south-africa-s-youngest-anc-candidate-says-young-people-need-go-politics
https://www.pri.org/stories/2019-05-07/south-africa-s-youngest-anc-candidate-says-young-people-need-go-politics
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/suedafrika-ausblick-auf-praesidentschaftswahl-und-parlamentswahl-a-1265475.html
https://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/the-monitors-view/2019/0508/Why-Sudan-is-a-pivot-for-democracy
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2019/05/30/president-george-weah-faces-a-slumping-economy-and-protests
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/5-things-to-know-about-african-migration/
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/opinions/setting-record-straight-about-african-migration
https://www.nation.co.ke/oped/opinion/It-pays-to-manage-migration-better/440808-5123812-14u560y/index.html
https://www.sapo.pt/noticias/internacional/angola-pela-primeira-vez-na-rede-global-de_5cdeaaddc9aec57d0c8fa669


Chart of the month 

Popular support for media freedom | 34 countries | 2011-2018 

Respondents were asked: 

Which of the following 

statements is closest to 

your view?  

Statement 1: The media 

should have the right to 

publish any views and 

ideas without government 

control. 

Statement 2: The 

government should have 

the right to prevent the 

media from publishing 

things that it considers 

harmful to society. 

(% who “agree” or “agree 

very strongly” with each 

statement) 

 

Publications 

✓ Working Paper 182: Is there an anti-politics of electricity? Access to the grid and reduced 

political participation in Africa 

✓ Policy Paper 56: How free is too free? Across Africa, media freedom is on the defensive 

✓ Dispatch 300: Security concerns decrease, but most Tunisians would trade some freedoms 

for greater security 

✓ Dispatch 299: Au Sénégal, les ressources souterraines suscitent de l’espoir et des inquiétudes 

✓ Dispatch 298: Le soutien à la liberté des médias recule en Guinée 

✓ Dispatch 297: Cyclones add to Mozambique’s public health challenges 

✓ Dispatch 296: Police in Zimbabwe: Helping hand or iron fist? 

Visibility and impact 

✓ President Julius Maada Bio of Sierra Leone cited AB in his State Opening of Parliament 

Address as evidence that his government’s anti-corruption efforts are bearing fruit. 

✓ AB is featured on the new MigStories App, an IOM project funded by ECOWAS, FMM 

West Africa, and the EU to facilitate front-line reporting on migration issues. 

✓ AB Executive Director E. Gyimah-Boadi was featured on the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies’ Into Africa podcast. 

✓ Presentations: 

o On “African challenges: Youth, employment, and migration,” at the Council on 

Foreign Relations Roundtable in Washington, D.C. 

o On policy priorities, democratic governance, climate change, and China, to U.S. 

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations staff  

o “Are Africans souring on democracy?” and “How free is too free? Africa’s closing 

political space,” at the African Mission Center Spring Conference in McLean, VA 

o On migration, media, and civic space to SIDA in Addis Ababa 

o On SDGs, migration, democracy, and public service delivery to Global Affairs 

Canada in Accra 
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http://afrobarometer.org/publications/wp182-there-anti-politics-electricity-access-grid-and-reduced-political-participation
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/wp182-there-anti-politics-electricity-access-grid-and-reduced-political-participation
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/pp56-how-free-too-free-across-africa-media-freedom-defensive
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad300-security-concerns-decrease-most-tunisians-would-trade-some-freedoms-greater
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad300-security-concerns-decrease-most-tunisians-would-trade-some-freedoms-greater
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad299-au-senegal-les-ressources-souterraines-suscitent-de-lespoir-et-des-inquietudes
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad298-le-soutien-la-liberte-des-medias-recule-en-guinee
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad297-cyclones-add-mozambiques-public-health-challenges
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad296-police-zimbabwe-helping-hand-or-iron-fist
file:///C:/Users/BrianHoward/Documents/Afrobarometer/Communications/AB%20Update/2019/May19/%09http:/globaltimes-sl.com/presidential-address-delivered-by-president-bio-on-the-state-opening-of-parliament/
file:///C:/Users/BrianHoward/Documents/Afrobarometer/Communications/AB%20Update/2019/May19/%09http:/globaltimes-sl.com/presidential-address-delivered-by-president-bio-on-the-state-opening-of-parliament/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app.migappforjournalists


Support for Afrobarometer 

Afrobarometer completed Round 7 and is preparing for Round 8 surveys thanks to support 

from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), the Mo Ibrahim 

Foundation, the Open Society Foundations, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Bill 

& Melinda Gates Foundation, the U.S. State Department, the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID) via the U.S. Institute of Peace, the National Endowment for Democracy, and 

Transparency International. Voices of support will continue to be essential to ensure Afrobarometer’s 

long-term survival. 

 

                                     /Afrobarometer                  @Afrobarometer 

Join our email list at www.afrobarometer.org.  

https://www.facebook.com/Afrobarometer/
https://twitter.com/afrobarometer
http://www.afrobarometer.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Afrobarometer

