
AB update 

February 2021 highlights   

In the field and around the network 

✓ National partners in the Gambia and Morocco completed fieldwork, for a total of 27 

countries in Round 8 so far. Cameroon, Sudan, and Tanzania started fieldwork. Coming 

up: Madagascar and others as COVID-19 permits. …  

✓ New survey findings explore perceptions and experiences of COVID-19 in Benin and 

Mauritius. More to come. … 

✓ AB hosted the first "Barometers Brown Bag" (B3) webinar on 

telephone survey methods, with the Arab Barometer and 

LAPOP (Latin American Public Opinion Project). 

In the news 

A total of 103 media hits were recorded in February across various 

media outlets, including Africa Briefing, MSN France, Namibian 

Broadcasting Corp., DW, A Semana (Cabo Verde), Mail & 

Guardian, The Conversation, Front Page Africa, Le Mauricien, 

Sunday Standard (Botswana). … 

 

On digital/social media  

Chart of the month  

Change in support for elections | 15 countries | 2011-2020 

 

Figure shows 

change, in 

percentage 

points, between 

survey rounds in 

2011/2013 and 

2019/2020 in the 

proportion of 

respondents 

who “agree” or 

“agree very 

strongly” that 

leaders should 

be chosen 

through 

elections. Click 

here for more on 

elections.  

 

Website 
16,588 users; 4,746 downloads (2,512 

publications, 2,196 data) 

Online data analysis  3,794 distinct users; 40,795 pages served 

Twitter 20,603 followers 

Facebook 14,019 followers 
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https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad423-lexperiences_de_la_covid-19_au_benin-afrobarometer-2feb21_2.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/D%C3%A9p%C3%AAches/ad427-mauritians_praise_covid-19_response-afrobarometer_dispatch-19feb21.pdf
https://africabriefing.org/2021/02/op-ed-africans-think-their-governments-arent-fighting-corruption-hard-enough-but-fear-punishment-if-they-speak-up-against-it/
https://www.msn.com/fr-xl/afrique-de-l-ouest/other/vaccins-contre-la-covid-19-51-des-b%C3%A9ninois-quelque-peu-favorables/ar-BB1dlSdc?li=AAE854J
https://www.nbc.na/news/whistle-blowers-fear-reprisal-reporting-corruption-according-afrobarometer-survey.40723
https://www.nbc.na/news/whistle-blowers-fear-reprisal-reporting-corruption-according-afrobarometer-survey.40723
https://www.dw.com/fr/au-b%C3%A9nin-les-religieux-et-larm%C3%A9e-inspirent-plus-confiance/a-56604050
https://www.asemana.publ.cv/?Estudo-de-Afrosondagem-Nivel-de-confianca-dos
https://mg.co.za/africa/2021-02-22-the-futility-of-elections-re-thinking-democracy-in-east-africa/
https://mg.co.za/africa/2021-02-22-the-futility-of-elections-re-thinking-democracy-in-east-africa/
https://theconversation.com/why-nigerias-religious-leaders-should-learn-more-about-climate-change-153983
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberians-are-unhappy-about-economic-conditions-but-divided-on-impact-of-protests-new-afrobarometer-study-shows/
https://www.lemauricien.com/le-mauricien/taux-dechec-eleve-au-sc-la-perspective-dune-prof-arretons-de-trouver-dans-lenseignant-le-bouc-emissaire-ideal/406035/
https://www.sundaystandard.info/botswana-a-young-country-with-a-grey-head/
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad425-support_for_elections_weakens_in_africa-afrobarometer_dispatch-7feb21.pdf


Publications 

✓ Dispatch 428: Troubling tax trends - Fewer Africans support taxation, more say people avoid 

paying 

✓ Dispatch 427: Mauritians praise government’s COVID-19 response but suspect corruption, 

distrust politicians 

✓ Dispatch 426: With high prevalence of lived poverty, Ethiopians rate government’s economic 

performance as poor 

✓ Dispatch 425: Support for elections weakens among Africans; many see them as ineffective in 

holding leaders accountable 

✓ Dispatch 424: Most Sierra Leoneans approve of measures against sexual violence, want more 

to be done 

✓ Dispatch 423: Les Béninois approuvent la réponse gouvernementale à la pandémie de 

COVID-19 mais souhaitent une assistance plutôt équitable 

Visibility 

✓ Namibian President Hage G. Geingob cited an AB report on corruption in urging the 

country to intensify the fight against corruption. 

✓ The U.S. State Department cited AB in announcing Francis Ben Kaifala, head of Sierra 

Leone's Anti-corruption Commission, which has repeatedly highlighted AB findings on 

corruption, as one of its International Anticorruption Champions. 

✓ Citing AB data on corruption in the judicial system, Ghana Supreme Court Justice 

Gertrude Torkornoo advocated for a more robust national conversation on corruption. 

✓ AB Board Chairman E. Gyimah-Boadi discussed the state of democracy in Africa as a 

featured speaker at the Denver Democracy Summit. 

✓ AB continued its bi-weekly series in the Washington 

Post Monkey Cage with cross-country analyses on 

elections and taxation. 

Presentations: 

✓ On what Africans think about China, at the Hoover 

Institution/CDD-Ghana joint program on 

“Strengthening the Capacity of African Civil Society 

to Counter PRC Propaganda and Disinformation”  

✓ On vulnerabilities and capabilities of African governments confronting a pandemic, to 

the African Politics Research Group, University of Edinburgh 

✓ On perceptions of immigration in Southern Africa, at the Heller School for Social Policy 

and Management, Brandeis University  

✓ On Kenyans’ views on identity and trust, to the Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Spain 

to Kenya, Somalia, and Uganda 

✓ On Ethiopians’ support for the rule of law, to the Governance Technical Working 

Group/UNDP 

Support for Afrobarometer 

Afrobarometer surveys are continuing in 2021 thanks to financial support from Sweden via the 

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, the 

Open Society Foundations, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID) via the U.S. Institute of Peace, Freedom House, the Embassy 

of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Uganda, Humanity United, the European Union Delegation to 

the African Union, and GIZ. Voices of support will continue to be essential, however, to ensure 

Afrobarometer’s long-term sustainability. 

 

                             /Afrobarometer                  @Afrobarometer 

 

https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad428-tax_trends_in_africa-weaker_legitimacy_more_avoidance-afrobarometer_dispatch-20feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad428-tax_trends_in_africa-weaker_legitimacy_more_avoidance-afrobarometer_dispatch-20feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/D%C3%A9p%C3%AAches/ad427-mauritians_praise_covid-19_response-afrobarometer_dispatch-19feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/D%C3%A9p%C3%AAches/ad427-mauritians_praise_covid-19_response-afrobarometer_dispatch-19feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad426-ethiopians_rate_governments_economic_management_as_poor-afrobarometer_dispatch-11feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad426-ethiopians_rate_governments_economic_management_as_poor-afrobarometer_dispatch-11feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad425-support_for_elections_weakens_in_africa-afrobarometer_dispatch-7feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad425-support_for_elections_weakens_in_africa-afrobarometer_dispatch-7feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/D%C3%A9p%C3%AAches/ad424-sierra_leoneans_urge_further_action_on_sexual_violence-afrobarometer_dispatch-6feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/D%C3%A9p%C3%AAches/ad424-sierra_leoneans_urge_further_action_on_sexual_violence-afrobarometer_dispatch-6feb21.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad423-lexperiences_de_la_covid-19_au_benin-afrobarometer-2feb21_2.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad423-lexperiences_de_la_covid-19_au_benin-afrobarometer-2feb21_2.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad421-africans_see_growing_corruption-afrobarometer_dispatch-bh-24jan20.pdf
https://neweralive.na/posts/president-tells-media-to-focus-on-positive-side
https://www.state.gov/dipnote-u-s-department-of-state-official-blog/recognizing-anticorruption-champions-around-the-world/
file:///C:/Users/BrianHoward/Documents/Afrobarometer/Communications/AB%20Update/2021/Feb21/%09https:/gh.opera.news/gh/en/politics/f04e57eb88cabe6a4d95d6684b31c7d3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/02/12/africans-want-elections-fewer-now-believe-that-they-work/
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Dispatches/ad428-tax_trends_in_africa-weaker_legitimacy_more_avoidance-afrobarometer_dispatch-20feb21.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Afrobarometer/
https://twitter.com/afrobarometer
https://www.youtube.com/user/Afrobarometer

