
AB update 

April 2020 highlights   

In the field and around the network 

✓ To help protect our staff, our partners, and our 

communities from COVID-19, all AB data 

collection and in-person results dissemination 

activities remained suspended. Analysis and 

electronic dissemination of survey findings, 

preparations for future fieldwork, and other 

network activities continued from our homes.  
✓ AB worked to ensure that African voices are 

heard during the pandemic, including 

publications by OECD Development Matters and 

the Journal of Democray, Pan-Africa Profiles on 

health and education, and country-level analyses 

related to COVID-19 (see “Publications” below).  
  

In the news 
A total of 116 media hits were recorded in April across various media 

outlets, including Reuters, MyJoyOnline.com, Daily Maverick, 

allAfrica.com, Washington Post, Le Point, La Libre (Belgium), Namibian 

Sun, War on the Rocks, Noticias ao Minuto (Portugal), Daily Times Malawi, 

Média Guinée, Daily Hunt (India). … 

 

On digital/social media  

 

 

 

 

Chart 

of the 

month 

 

 

Website 14,496 users; 5,53 downloads 

Online data 

analysis 
2,947 distinct users 

Twitter 377 new followers 

Facebook 12,604 total followers 

https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/08/global-response-to-covid-19-in-africa-must-protect-lives-livelihoods-and-freedoms/
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/the-squeeze-on-african-media-freedom/
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad352-even-covid-19-more-half-africans-experienced-lack-needed-health-care
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/pp63-democratic-dividend-road-quality-education-africa
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-kenya-water-featur/kenyas-push-to-harvest-rainwater-has-a-new-payoff-battling-coronavirus-idUSKBN21K0KL
https://www.myjoyonline.com/news/national/religious-traditional-leaders-can-be-assets-in-covid-19-fight-afrobarometer-report/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-21-hard-times-ahead-for-the-african-union-in-the-gambia/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202004210956.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/04/17/how-can-african-governments-persuade-citizens-follow-coronavirus-guidelines/
https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/sante-pourquoi-le-defi-est-si-grand-pour-l-afrique-25-04-2020-2372866_3826.php
https://www.lalibre.be/international/afrique/coronavirus-en-afrique-tout-le-monde-ne-peut-pas-se-laver-les-mains-aussi-souvent-qu-exige-5e8360fed8ad58163194e65c
https://www.namibiansun.com/news/bribes-for-services2020-04-02/
https://www.namibiansun.com/news/bribes-for-services2020-04-02/
https://warontherocks.com/2020/04/does-america-need-an-africa-strategy/
https://www.noticiasaominuto.com/mundo/1449362/um-em-cada-cinco-africanos-vive-privado-de-cuidados-medicos
https://times.mw/healthcare-systems-deteriorate-study/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=healthcare-systems-deteriorate-study
https://mediaguinee.org/sondage-les-guineens-ont-plus-confiance-aux-chefs-religieux-et-traditionnels-quaux-autorites-politiques/
https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/dw+english-epaper-dweng/covid+19+compounds+africa+s+pre+existing+health+sector+problems-newsid-178379576


Publications  

✓ Policy Paper 63: Democratic dividend: The road to quality education in Africa 

✓ Dispatch 358: COVID-19 lockdown in South Africa highlights unequal access to services 

✓ Dispatch 357: Cash shortages pose a threat to Zimbabwe’s fight against COVID-19 

✓ Dispatch 356: Malawians see inequalities but say federalism is not the answer 

✓ Dispatch 355: Trusted and influential: Religious and traditional leaders can be assets in 

COVID-19 fight 

✓ Dispatch 354: Malawians support 2019 post-election demonstrations but split on 

government power to limit protests 

✓ Dispatch 353: La structure de l’activité économique du Sénégal: Un obstacle pour un 

confinement total face au COVID-19 

✓ Dispatch 352: Even before COVID-19, more than half of Africans experienced lack of 

needed health care 

✓ Dispatch 351: Ghanaians’ acceptance of security-related restrictions faces test with 

COVID-19 lockdown 

 

Visibility 

✓ OECD’s Development Matters published an AB blog post on the global response to 

COVID-19 in Africa. 

✓ The April issue of the Journal of Democracy has two articles based on AB data: “The 

squeeze on African media freedom” and “A lost decade for third-wave democracies?” 

✓ AB hosted a live Twitter chat on health in Africa in the time of COVID-19, on World Health 

Day (7 April). 

✓ Presentations: 

o On AB's stakeholder engagement strategy and the importance of research in 

effective policy- and decision-making, at the University of Ghana in Accra 

o On democratic governance in Africa, to the Danish Institute for Politics and 

Democracy, in Accra, Ghana 

Support for Afrobarometer 

Afrobarometer surveys are continuing in 2020 thanks to financial support from Sweden via the 

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, the 

Open Society Foundations, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID) via the U.S. Institute of Peace, Freedom House, and the 

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Uganda. But voices of support will continue to be 

essential to ensure Afrobarometer’s long-term sustainability. 

 

                             /Afrobarometer                  @Afrobarometer 

http://afrobarometer.org/publications/pp63-democratic-dividend-road-quality-education-africa
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad358-covid-19-lockdown-south-africa-highlights-unequal-access-services
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad357-cash-shortages-pose-threat-zimbabwes-fight-against-covid-19
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad356-malawians-see-inequalities-say-federalism-not-answer
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad355-trusted-and-influential-religious-and-traditional-leaders-can-be-assets-covid-19
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad355-trusted-and-influential-religious-and-traditional-leaders-can-be-assets-covid-19
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad354-malawians-support-2019-post-election-demonstrations-split-government-power-limit
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad354-malawians-support-2019-post-election-demonstrations-split-government-power-limit
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad353-la-structure-de-lactivite-economique-du-senegal-un-obstacle-pour-un-confinement
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad353-la-structure-de-lactivite-economique-du-senegal-un-obstacle-pour-un-confinement
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad352-even-covid-19-more-half-africans-experienced-lack-needed-health-care
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad352-even-covid-19-more-half-africans-experienced-lack-needed-health-care
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad351-ghanaians-acceptance-security-related-restrictions-faces-test-covid-19-lockdown
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/ad351-ghanaians-acceptance-security-related-restrictions-faces-test-covid-19-lockdown
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/08/global-response-to-covid-19-in-africa-must-protect-lives-livelihoods-and-freedoms/
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/the-squeeze-on-african-media-freedom/
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/the-squeeze-on-african-media-freedom/
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/a-lost-decade-for-third-wave-democracies/
https://twitter.com/i/events/1247524088819535874
https://www.facebook.com/Afrobarometer/
https://twitter.com/afrobarometer
https://www.youtube.com/user/Afrobarometer

