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News release 

Opposition and the uncommitted support grand opposition 

coalition idea in Zimbabwe  

The widely-discussed idea of a grand coalition of Zimbabwe’s opposition parties to improve 

their chances of defeating the ruling Zimbabwe African National Union–Patriotic Front (ZANU-

PF) in next year’s elections has powerful support among partisans of the main opposition 

party, Afrobarometer’s most recent survey shows. 

In post-independence Zimbabwe, the opposition has been marked by fragmentation – a 

fact that cost them the presidency in the March 2008 elections when the main opposition 

Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) under Morgan Tsvangirai scored a plurality but fell 

short of a majority. The opposition has been at its feeblest since its heavy (albeit 

controversial) defeat in the 2013 elections, when the ZANU-PF achieved a more than two-

thirds majority, which it has increased via by-elections boycotted by the MDC-T. Since 2013, 

the number of opposition parties has grown rapidly; there are reportedly now more than four 

dozen, although fewer than half a dozen are considered “serious” national parties. The 

disorganized state of the opposition has prompted widespread talk in opposition and civil-

society circles about the need for a pre-electoral “grand coalition” of opposition parties to 

challenge the ZANU-PF in the highly anticipated elections, expected around mid-2018. 

Key findings 

 The prospect of a grand opposition coalition finds support among a plurality (45%) of 

Zimbabweans, including more than two-thirds (68%) of MDC-T partisans.  

 Among citizens who do not align themselves with any political party – a group that 

makes up half of the adult population – a majority (54%) favour the idea of a grand 

opposition coalition. ZANU-PF supporters reject the idea, 41% to 23%. 

 Support for the coalition proposal is stronger among urban residents, better-educated 

citizens, and men than among rural dwellers, less-educated respondents, and 

women. Majorities favour the idea in just three of Zimbabwe’s 10 provinces – the 

traditional opposition strongholds of Bulawayo (64%), Harare (62%), and 

Matabeleland North (54%). 

Afrobarometer 

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan research network that conducts public attitude 

surveys on democracy, governance, economic conditions, and related issues in Africa. Six 

rounds of surveys were conducted in up to 37 Africans countries between 1999 and 2016, 

and Round 7 surveys (2016/2017) are currently underway. Afrobarometer conducts face-to-

face interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice with nationally representative 

samples. 
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The Afrobarometer team in Zimbabwe, led by Mass Public Opinion Institute (MPOI), 

interviewed [1,200] adult Zimbabweans between 28 January and 10 February 2017. A sample 

of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-2% at a 95% confidence 

level. Previous surveys have been conducted in Zimbabwe in 1999, 2004, 2005, 2009, 2010, 

2012 and 2014. 

Charts 

Figure 1: Views on grand coalition | Zimbabwe | 2017 

 

 
Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or 

agree, or haven’t you heard enough to say: In order to win the 2018 presidential election, opposition 

political parties should work together under a grand coalition.   
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Figure 2: Views on grand coalition | by political party affiliation | Zimbabwe | 2017 

 

 

Respondents were asked:  

Do you feel close to any particular political party? (If yes:) Which party is that? 

- For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or agree, or haven’t 

you heard enough to say: In order to win the 2018 presidential election, opposition political 

parties should work together under a grand coalition.  

(Figure shows %, disaggregated by party affiliation, who agree/strongly agree and disagree/strongly 

disagree with the idea of grand opposition coalition.) 
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